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To advance the art and science of medicine through innovative medical education,
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It is with deep sorrow that we
lost our CUSM board member
and dear friend, Duane
Dauner, on July 13, 2020.
Duane was a great ally to
CUSM and Prime Healthcare,
and his gregarious nature and
encyclopedic knowledge of
politics and healthcare are
irreplaceable.

To establish a school of medicine that inspires, motivates and empowers students to become
excellent and caring physicians, scientists and leaders, advance the art and science of medicine
through research, improve the health of its community, shares innovative curriculum and advances
best practices in medical education globally and facilitates a medical education to promising
disadvantaged students, especially from California and the Inland Empire.

*2019-2020 Annual report’s photos, events, and information was done pre and post COVID
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Remembering
Honoring
Duane Duaner

Sincerely,
Prem Reddy, MD, FACC, FCCP
Chairman, President, CEO Prime
Healthcare Services

WELCOME

MESSAGE FROM THE

Chairman

The 2019-2020 academic year at California

Forty-eight percent of the incoming class

grateful for the ongoing support of Arrowhead

come from low-income families; 35% are the

Regional Medical Center, Claremont Graduate

first in their families to go to college; and 32%

University, the City of Colton, the City of San

come from the Inland Empire. Once in medical

Bernardino, and the San Bernardino County

school, CUSM students continue to give back

Board of Supervisors, among many others.

through organizations they have created to help

The challenges brought on by the COVID-19

underserved communities. Students created a

pandemic have shown that the mission of CUSM

Healthy Inland Empire student interest group

to address our regional physician shortage

whose mission is to promote the well-being

and growing health disparities is more critical

of our community by educating local middle

than ever. I am proud of our students for the

school and high school students on how to

determination and passion they show for caring

address the area’s common health issues and

for others and for improving healthcare options

become stewards of health. Equally important,

and outcomes for underrepresented and

our students set a goal for establishing their

underserved communities.

own free clinic to serve the most vulnerable.
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the

University of Science and Medicine (CUSM)
The quality of the education our students

California University of Science and Medicine,

receive has been demonstrated by their

thank you for your continued support of

CUSM completed construction on our new

performance on the United States Medical

California’s newest medical school.

campus in Colton, adjacent to Arrowhead

Licensing Examination (USMLE) Step 1. With

Regional Medical Center, our affiliated teaching

over 85% of the class having taken the exam,

Sincerely,

hospital. This milestone lays the foundation for

their collective average was 16% above the

Prem Reddy, MD

a long legacy of educating new generations of

national average.

Founding Chairman, CUSM Board of Trustees

was one exciting time of progress.

physicians and healthcare professionals in the
Inland Empire. This is also very personal to me,

In the last year, CUSM has grown to include

as San Bernardino County is where I was first

over 288 basic-science and clinical faculty.

given the opportunity to practice medicine.

These esteemed colleagues have reviewed more

Through CUSM, our goal is to be able to give

than 100 articles in peer-viewed journals and

back to our home community and address the

contributed six chapters to scholarly books.

healthcare disparities that exist for so many.
This successful year would not have been
Giving back to the community is also reflected

possible without the unwavering dedication of

in CUSM’s mission-based admissions program.

valued partners like IEHP. We continue to be

MESSAGE FROM THE

President & Dean
2019-20 was a year unlike any other. What began with the matriculation
of our second cohort of medical and masters students ended with
an unprecedented shared response to a worldwide pandemic. As we
closed to ensure the health and safety of our university community, we
were forced to adapt to a world none of us had ever seen before. It was
a year when everything changed.
And yet, in many ways, nothing changed. As this annual report
shows our commitment to our core mission remained unwavering.
Advancing economic and educational opportunity for our community
while training a diverse healthcare workforce continued without
interruption.
Our inaugural class completed their initial phase of training, excelled
in their first step of the licensure examination and transitioned to
clinical care with our ARMC partners. Our MBS students completed
their course work in record numbers. Our faculty and staff worked
tirelessly to prepare for our ongoing accreditation efforts.
And we did all of this while moving into a newly completed building
AND while we transitioned all of our educational and operational
activities to a virtual environment. It is a testament to the strength,
character, creativity and dedication of our students, staff and faculty
that 2019-2020 will be remembered as an unequivocally successful
year...the year everything, and nothing, changed.

ACADEMICS

97%

PEER TUTORING

CLINICAL SKILLS

The office of Academic Skills & Careers

exam review sessions for over 45+ M1s in

The Clinical skills course is designed to promote learning basic

Advising (ASCA) has been successful in

attendance. Peer Tutoring is thriving and

sciences of the organ system in clinical context. It serves the

creating, recruiting, interviewing, training,

providing on-going both social and academic

purpose of early clinical immersion to help motivate students

and hiring for our new Peer Tutoring program

support for all students at all levels! ASCA is

learning. It can be referred to as the doctoring course and is

for all MD students last year. The Peer

also providing Careers in Medicine and Road

designed to create a non-threatening environment for students to

Tutoring program offers 1:1, small group,

to Residency presentations to support the

learn the physician science and art of effective culturally sensitive

and whole group sessions for all academic

career aspirations for all students. In addition,

communication skills and its application in patient history taking,

subjects. These sessions include reviewing

our process for academic accommodations

physical examination and procedural skills, to help with clinical

key concepts, study strategies, and final

has been continuously successful in providing

reasoning process.

exam reviews for our students. Currently,

reasonable, responsive, and supportive

we have hired new Peer Tutors this year,

services for all students with academic

Simulation allows the imitation or representation of one act or

who are high performing M2s/M3s students,

accommodations. Lastly, we have a steady

system by another. Healthcare simulations courses have 4 main

who have also co-facilitated in academic

stream of students meeting us online for

purposes- Education, Assessment, Research, and Health System

success events on “M2/M3 to M1 panel:

academic/personal/career appointments as

Integration in facilitating patient safety. This course engages

How to Survive Medical School,” “Exploring

well as in attending Wellness activities e.g.

students in role play, low and high-tech tools, and a variety

Outside Learning Resources,” and two final

hiking meet ups.

of settings from tabletop sessions to a realistic full mission
environment.

WASC CANDIDACY ACHIEVEMENT

INTERDISCIPLINARY EDUCATION SESSIONS

WASC Senior College and

entire school members, including

meeting. With these efforts, CUSM

University Commission (WSCUC)

from the Board of Trustees to

was granted a candidacy status by

is a regional accreditation agency the students, CUSM welcomed

WSCUC at the end of June 2019.*

that accredits higher education

The candidacy status is the step

and hosted a 6-member WSCUC

institutions in California, Hawaii, survey visit team in February

before the initial accreditation,

and pacific islands. CUSM is in

2019. Following the 3-day visit,

and CUSM aims to achieve initial

the process of achieving initial

CUSM made improvements in

accreditation from the next survey

accreditation from WSCUC. After

its operation and presented a

visit scheduled in November 2022.

months of preparation by the

progress at the June 2019 WSCUC

*CUSM has been recognized as a Candidate for Accreditation by WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC), 985 Atlantic
Avenue, Suite 100, Alameda, CA 94501, 510.748.9001. This status is a preliminary affiliation with the Commission awarded for a maximum period
of five years. Candidacy is an indication that the institution is progressing toward Accreditation. Candidacy is not Accreditation and does not
ensure eventual Accreditation.

Interdisciplinary educational sessions involve
exploring content or solving a problem by
integrating more than one academic subject.
It is a holistic approach to education and
requires the close collaboration of multiple
teachers to create more integrated, enhanced
learning experience for students across
multiple disciplines.
At CUSM these sessions are conducted twice
a year for both 1st and 2nd year medical
students.

The main purpose of an interdisciplinary
session is to familiarize the students to the
concept of learning a single subject from
multiple perspectives. IPS has proven to boost
learning outcomes and enthusiasm around
learning. Interdisciplinary teaching allows the
student to think critically, identify their own
prejudices, accept the unknown and respect
ethical quandaries.

31 students successfully fulfilled all
Spanish competency requitements

VIDA MEDICAL SPANISH
The VIDA program @ CUSM
is dedicated to training
future physicians to provide
holistically excellent care
to the Hispanic patient
population.

The class meets weekly and
each team is led by a Spanishspeaker. The team-based
curriculum is systems-based

Michael -Founder & Program Director

and taught in parallel with the CUSM clinical skills
curriculum. Weekly activities are designed around
providing students with knowledge and skills needed
to not only communicate with Hispanic patients but to
also understand the unique challenges they face both
inside and outside of healthcare.
In February, our first cohort completed the program.
Students completed multiple histories and physical
examinations with Spanish-speaking patients. The
patient interaction is conducted in Spanish and the
student is evaluated by Spanish-speaking physicians,
fluent Spanish speakers, and the Standardized patient.
Following the interaction, they relayed their findings
to the physician, made a diagnosis, and were checked
for comprehension. Students were evaluated on their
command of the Spanish language, their medical
Spanish, and their ability to affectively interact across
all means of communication with their Hispanic
patient.

CUSM’s Inaugural Class
White Coat Ceremony 2018

INAUGURAL CLASS PROGRESSION
Completion of pre-clerkship curriculum

CUSM MD program (Class of 2022) successfully completed the pre-clerkship phase
in March 2020 with all students qualifying to take the USMLE Step 1 examination.
On Wednesday March 4, the class organized a faculty appreciation day. As Timothy
Dunagan described it, “Our class is so appreciative for the investments you’ve made
in us as the founding class of a brand new medical school”.

Performance on USMLE Step 1

The MD Class of 2022 took the USMLE Step 1 examination during the summer of
2020 and did not let the COVID pandemic affect their stride and accomplished an
outstanding average class score above the national mean.

Clerkship orientation

CUSM MD Class of 2022 performed beyond expectations even with the pandemic
challenges. Upon completing the pre-clerkship curricular, most students sat for the
USMLE Step 1 examination with the average USMLE Step 1 score of 240.

Participation in bootcamp
Just prior to starting their clinical clerkships, the MD 2022 class participated in a week
long “Clerkship Bootcamp” where students were able to both refresh the skills and
demonstrate competencies in areas directly related to their soon-to-be patient care
responsibilities as clinical clerks. This program included faculty from ARMC who were
able to engage with their future clerks and observe their incoming patient skills.

Expansion of the college program
The College program builds intentional learning communities
designed to support students’ active learning in two courses
and faculty advising. Students are assigned their college upon
matriculation to foster early connections within our growing
community. The colleges are formed with a diverse set of five
to six students. Each college team is paired with a basic science
and clinical faculty advisor to facilitate active learning sessions.
CUSM’s college colloquium curriculum is designed to support
students’ understanding of four key aspects of medical
practice: Physician development, patient perspective, health
systems, and community health. These four themes represent
the professional and personal space our students will grow
into while we help support their key values: respect, empathy,
metacognition, service, integrity, and responsible citizenship.
The Clinical Case course provides students a platform to
integrate basic science education within clinical context. These
weekly clinical case-based small group discussions foster ability
to communicate their developing clinical reasoning skills and
engage their peers in active learning of foundational medical
knowledge.

MBS PROGRAM
MBS CLASS OF 2020 VIRTUAL GRADUATION
On Friday May 22nd 2020, the MBS Program graduated

Dr. Peter Eveland opened up the ceremony with

them on their patience and perseverance despite

it’s second class of 47 students. Due to the pandemic,

a heartfelt message dressed in full regalia. The

the challenging times. Dr. Connelly, MBS Program

we were not able to move forward with our graduation

audience came to a halt as the beautiful voices of

Director, announced teaching and student awards

ceremony as planned. Inspired by our successful

Charmaine Grace Barlao and Kaitlyn Grace San Diego,

and the presentations concluded with messages

conclusion of the MBS Program online, we planned and

graduates from the Class of 2020 captured everyones

from Sydney Townsend and Talha Shabbir, elected

presented a virtual graduation ceremony for the Class

attention with the national anthem. Congratulatory

representatives for the Class of 2020. In place of the

of 2020 through zoom and shared the ceremony on

messages were shared by the MBS faculty, followed

walk across the stage each student was recognized

www.cusm.org and our social media sites.

by the key address given by Dr. Paul Lyons. He spoke

with a slide featuring their name, photograph and a

about the students’ character and congratulated

personal message.

The class of 2020 had fun ways to
learn about health careers. From
playing Pictionary and drawing
different fields to Dean Elizabeth
Hoppe’s visit from The College of
Optometry from Western University
of Sciences

GRANTS

RESEARCH

STUDENT PROJECTS

D

ARMC with CUSM is doing a great deal of work on the opioid
crisis, having received contract funding:

BASIC SCIENCE BENCHWORK
Dr. Atamna and his MD Scholar Program

The San Bernardino County Youth Opioid Response (SBC-YOR) program funded

students are investigating the effects of

through the state focusing on the prevention and reduction of opioid overdose

regulatory heme on the process of cell

deaths and opioid use disorders (OUD) among youth 12 – 24 years of age.

aging , and by extension, the progression
of Alzheimer Disease. In the lab, we alter

The Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) program deals with opioid use disorder

the levels of fibroblast production of

(OUD) in the SB county criminal justice system with particular focus on improving

regulatory heme using investigational

patient survival, increasing retention in treatment, decreasing illicit opioid use and

compounds in an effort to understand the

improving birth outcomes among pregnant women with substance use disorders.

role of heme and iron in cell senescence.

CDPH funded effort to reduce overdoses and deaths in CA counties through

Along with his MD Scholar Program

evidence-based and data-informed initiatives. This latter grant will allow the

students, Dr. Barsky’s induced pluripotent

IEOCC coalition to move forward in addressing the opioid crisis while providing

stem cell research investigates a critical
point in the differentiation pathway in which a cell is susceptible to oncogenic

leadership to treatment providers and patients in the areas of harm reduction,
Narcan distribution, prescription guidelines, community outreach, and MAT clinic

transformation. Overall aims of project are to obtain tail fibroblasts from

coordination, among others.

transgenic mice, drive them into iPSCs, implant them into background mice,
and observe ontogeny of mammary tissue and breast cancer oncogenesis.

This collection of contracts is an important response to the ongoing opioid epidemic
in the Inland Empire. CUSM is dedicated to growing our support and collaboration

STUDENT SUMMER RESEARCH PROGRAM (SSRP)

with ARMC in addressing this problem.

RESEARCH INTEREST GROUP

MBS & MD RESEARCH POSTER FAIR

A 6-7-week summer research opportunity with stipend support for MS1 students.

students’ presentations on their summer research experiences. The RIG’s keystone

have contributed to the breadth of scientific knowledge through

COVID-19 restrictions.

The Research Interest Group (RIG) kicked off the 2019-2020 academic year with
project was its first MD Research Symposium held on December 2, 2019. The
symposium featured exciting work by medical students spanning basic sciences,
clinical sciences, health equity, and medical education. Twenty abstracts were
accepted to the symposium, of which three were selected for an oral presentation,
and the rest were delivered as poster presentations.

Throughout the 2019-2020 fiscal year, CUSM students and faculty

various academic pursuits. From basic science research in the wet

While the summer of 2019’s SSRP was largely focused on basic science benchwork
in both Alzheimer Disease and cancer biology, the 2020 SSRP was virtual due to

lab, to data-mining public health projects, to medical education,
to clinical research in partnership with ARMC, CUSM Research
has been thriving!

28

CUSM peer-reviewed
publications

Surgery Interest group members presented a poster,
The Impact of Cholecystectomy Surgical Approach on
Postoperative Hospital Length of Stay and Total Cost,
at the American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress
Medical education research at CUSM was highlighted
at the AAMC National meeting with a poster, Sparking
Interest in Surgery: Efficacy of a curriculum-integrated
Surgery Interest Group in Cultivating Medical Student
Interest
Colorectal Cancer Public Health Project works to
identify the socioeconomic determinants of CRC
incidence and mortality in San Bernardino County a
nd promote health literacy in SB
Ultrasound Interest Group Members presented a
practical Evaluation of two teaching methods in cardiac
POCUS with 1st year medical students at the World
Congress on Ultrasound in Medical Education
CUSM students and faculty are involved in literature
review to determine if anxiety is a risk factor for
development of Alzheimer Disease
CUSM students’ data-mining project,Resuscitative
Thoracotomy in the Emergency Department: Factors
and Survival, was presented as a poster at the 2020
Western Medical Research Conference
Working with our clinical faculty, a CUSM student
wrote a review paper Incidence and Risk factors
Associated With New-Onset Atrial Fibrillation Post
Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation (TAVI) which
was published in the American Journal of Biomedical
Science and Research

COMMUNITY

GLOBAL AMBASSADORS

the providers. In addition, a small pharmacy
is on site that has over-the-counter and

CONNECTING WITH THE IE THROUGH SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS

prescription medications.

Our students volunteered at various local organizations in underserved parts of Inland Empire, participating in wide range of activities addressing

Four large weekend trips are done yearly

different social needs by helping with senior health advocacy work, transitional safe houses, drug rehab recovery/therapy programs, homeless shelters,

seeing about 300 patients a day. Clinics are

safe havens for homeless women and children and victims of domestic violence, and food pantries at local churches to name a few.

setup across Tijuana and Tecate on Friday
and Saturday. Providers come ranging from
pediatricians, dentists, and audiologists. An

SPECIAL PROJECT: MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS

onsite lab is open to run basic blood tests.

OBJECTIVE: To help increase mental health awareness and access by sharing

HHAB has recently added a onsite veterinary

information for free mental health resources in the Inland Empire like national

HELPING THE UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES IN MEXICO

helplines, homeless services, and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI),
and how to support friends and family with a mental illness.

What We Did

Step 1: Bake cookies, make pamphlets, make posters
Step 2: Go to Citrus Plaza, set up table with cookies, pamphlets, and posters
Step 3: Talk to people walking by about cookies and mental health awareness
Step 4: Walk around and interrupt people walking around with our cookies

volunteer every first Saturday of the month

students volunteer at Healing Heart Across

at La Roca Men's Shelter to care for around

Unfortunately, due to COVID, volunteers

Borders (HHAB), a non-profit that provides

100 patients. These day trips include teams of

haven’t gone to Mexico for the first time in

medical care for underserved communities in

medical students, one Nurse Practitioner and

nearly 20 years. This is very concerning, as

Tijuana, Mexico. Brittany established a partnership

one internist. Medical students see patients, take

HHAB is the only form of medical care and

between HHAB and CUSM, where about 4 students

histories, conduct physical exams, and chief to

access to medications for the shelter.

VISITORS FROM UGANDA

San Bernardino residents were more willing to discuss mental health with new

In November 2019, the leadership team from Mbarara

people than expected

University of Science and Technology visited CUSM to

• Stigma surrounding mental health can be reduced simply by initiating a
conversation
• People are often willing to share their experiences with mental health if you
demonstrate empathy and willingness to listen without judgment. As future
physicians, it is important to check in with our patients’ mental health
• Fear of asking personal questions in a speciality unrelated to mental health
contributes to the stigma that openly discussing mental health is wrong
• Asking how a patient’s symptoms may be interfering with their social life, job,
and overall well-being is vital in an integrative approach to medicine

explore opportunities for collaboration in education and

SPECIAL PROJECT TOPICS

research. The site visit included meeting with CUSM basic
science and clinical faculty and students. The team also met

• How to Help Homeless Individuals

with the leadership team of Claremont Graduate University

• How Crime is Linked to Health Outcomes
• Hygiene Kits for Homeless Individuals

a public university in Uganda offering undergraduate and

• Lestonnac Diabetes Awareness
• Stop the Bleed

donations.

CUSM Class of 2022 student, Brittany, and fellow

and mental health awareness pamphlets

Reflection

clinic. In addition, to giving food and clothes

to explore common areas of work. Mbarara University is
graduate degree programs. Similar to CUSM, Mbarara
University is situated in a medically underserved setting
with a health workforce shortage.

STUDENT LIFE

MD PROM

On Friday, February 28, the CUSM
community came together for a night of
dinner, drinks, and dancing at the second
annual Medical School Prom. Hosted at
the historic Mitten Building in downtown
Redlands, prom was a wonderful way to
send off our M2s in style, as we celebrated
all they had accomplished in their two
years of the pre-clinical curriculum. A

and Let’s Party provided beautiful
decorations and floral arrangements
- the showstopper being an 8-foot tall
balloon arch that was truly a work of art.
It was truly a night to remember, and
the photobooth (complete with a wide
variety of fun props!) made sure, at the
very least, that there was photographic

Winners MBS students Kaitlyn San Diego and Chey Barlao

evidence that fun was had by all.

CUSM’S GOT TALENT

ceremonial “passing of the torch”
was done as M2s lit candles for M1s,
who in turn, presented them with
a rose to thank them for lighting
the way. Students also voted on
superlatives, which added to the fun
and merriment of the night, and a
DJ made sure everyone danced their
pre-finals stress away. Although
the catering was done in-house
by the venue, Balloons by Eileen

STUDENT WELLNESS ACTIVITES

You might think that CUSM students

ranging from saxophone solos to

are your typical doctors-in-training,

K-pop dance routines. Our M1 and

studying all the time, noses buried

M2s emcees provided us with fun

in textbooks, never looking up… but

bits in between acts, and our very

CUSM’s Second Annual Talent Show

own Dr. Scali produced commercials

certainly proved that is not the case!

that gave everyone some time to

With 23 acts, students, faculty, and

use their provided food and drink

staff showed many secret talents.

tickets. Although most of the acts

On Sunday, December 8th, 2019

were, by nature, performance based,

students, faculty, and staff came

visual artists were included in the

together to showcase the diversity,

event as well. There was a video

spirit, and, talent present within

montage of student and faculty

members of our community. 127

artwork presented, amidst all the

people showed up at the Ontario

stand-up routines and original

Improv Club to cheer on peers and

songs. At the end of the night, MBS

professors, as they also took on the

students Kaitlyn San Diego and

our 2nd year CUSM medical students

role of performers. Kicking us off

Chey Barlao walked away with the

was a student-lead opening number

cash prize for their duet but it the

joined MedWAR in Lake Tahoe, CA. They

(a parody of Stephen Sondheim’s

show clearly revealed that CUSM is

Comedy Tonight, reworked as Talent

full of winners.

Show Tonight) followed by 23 acts,
Therapy Dog Visit

Acroyoga

HIGH ANGLE ROPE
RESCUE TRAINING

Our MD students are in Joshua Tree
participating in High Angle Rope Rescue
Training. It’s part of the Wilderness
Medicine Curriculum. The goal was to
introduce the basics in rescue, including
the equipment used, set-up for proper
rescue, descent down a cliff, and practice
with rescuing a patient.

MEDWARS

On Saturday, September 21, 2019, 12 of

were faced with medical challenges in the
wilderness and adventure racing, to test
how they will use their medical skills in the
wilderness to survive.

STUDENT INTEREST GROUPS
Here at CUSM we have over 40 student interest groups that are run by our
medical student body who develops these groups. They are established
to support, teach, and learn from one another through their individual
mission statements and goals. Some are involved in community
services while others are specialty based.

Orthopaedic Surgery Interest Group
In the first year, the Orthopedic Surgery Interest Group hosted a number of exciting workshops and events!
One event hosted was a sawbone workshop where our students practiced the basics of internal fixation
of femoral fractures. They had the opportunity to host guest speaker, Dr. James Matiko, Orthopedics
Chair at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, and listen to his thoughts on the path to residency,
work-life balance, and the daily responsibilities of an orthopedic surgeon.

Ultrasound Interest Group
Surgery Interest Group
The Surgery Interest Group (SIG) seeks to facilitate educational
and professional development of medical students interested in
pursuing a career in surgery by helping students discover and
experience mentorship, shadowing, research experiences,
skills workshops, and case discussions. They joined the

The Ultrasound Student Interest Group (USIG) has run workshops, presented
research, and provided numerous opportunities to learn more about ultrasound.
Workshops have been held at CUSM, in collaboration with University of
California, Riverside (UCR), or in partnership with faculty from Arrowhead
Regional Medical Center (ARMC). Ultrasound Teaching Assistants were
implemented as a part of CUSM’s clinical skills course.

Southern California Chapter American College of Surgeons
(SCACS) 2019 Conference, hosted multiple skills workshops,
including, Stop the Bleed, chest tube placement and removal,
suturing, and knot-tying workshops to hone these crucial skills.

Women’s Health Interest Group
During the 2019-2020 academic year, the Women’s Health Interest Group
(WHIG) provided the CUSM community with outreach events, guest speaker
sessions, shadowing opportunities, and skills workshops related to women’s health.
In October 2019, WHIG took part in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk in
Los Angeles, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, by forming a walking team,
fundraising, and supporting the fight against breast cancer.

Mental Health Advocacy and Promotion Interest Group
The Mental Health Advocacy and Promotion Interest Group (MHAP) raised funds for the Didi Hirsch
Suicide Prevention Center Annual 5K Walk/Run Fundraiser, with a goal of $507. The CUSM community came
together, surpassed this goal, and raised $515 to support free suicide prevention services to low-income and
marginalized communities, such as the Inland Empire.

Arts in Medicine

Last year Arts in Medicine

hosted two anatomy workshops,
a guest speaker who discussed
Victorian era medicine, a virtual
talent show, two music performances
at ARMC, a Pictionary day, an online game
night, volunteering at a local nursing home,
drawing sessions, and several art competitions!

2019 saw the birth of the first CUSM
periodical newsletter, The Differential. We
published our first edition with original
content from CUSM students, staff, and
faculty including opinion pieces, personal
reflections, student events, and artwork!

DEVELOPMENT

NEW BUILDING

CUSM’s new medical school building is among the most advanced
in the nation. It is built on a 7 acre lot north, in walking-distance to
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, CUSM’s teaching hospital.
The 85,000 sqft building has 2 large lecture halls for the MD
program, 1 lecture hall for the MBS program and 12 college rooms
for large and small group learning. In addition, there are 15 clinical
skills rooms, 4 simulation rooms, 2 monitoring rooms and 3
debriefing rooms equipped with state-of-the-art equipment to
facilitate hands on learning.
With regards to labs, the building has an anatomy lab with 10
ventilated tables for cadaveric dissection, a histology lab, a wet
research lab, a tissue culture lab and a dry lab. The building also has
a fitness lab, student lounge and faculty and administrative offices
for easy access to students. The building surrounds a courtyard for

(Colton, CA – October 17, 2019) – Nearly 100 guests including dignitaries, faculty,

outdoor studying and relaxing.

staff and students, as well as CUSM’s Board of Trustees and Founder, entered
the construction zone to leave their mark on the core of the university’s new
building.
“We are pleased to celebrate this significant milestone for CUSM and to
recognize the progress that has been made. This beam and the many signatures
on it reflect the many hands and many partners who have helped to make
this day possible and to ensure that CUSM will be successful in training the
next generation of healthcare professionals...” said Paul Lyons, MD, Dean and
President, CUSM
Gathered under the cover of the three-story concrete structure, CUSM’s
supporters shared their hopes for the future of the University, deep gratitude to
CUSM Founder and Chair of the Board Prem Reddy, MD, and stories of CUSM’s
significance to the Inland Empire.

STEEL BEAM EVENT

“

When we work together, we win together,
and we would not be standing here today
if it wasn’t for every single person in this
room. I want to thank everyone for their
dedication to the Inland Empire, to Colton.
The fact that we will have a world-class
medical school in the Inland Empire is
such a blessing for all of us.
-Senator Connie Leyva

Public Health

EXPANSION

The California University of Science

Neurology

Public Health (DPH) entered into an

and Medicine and the County of
San Bernardino Department of

The California University

consultations are covered in-

In addition to their clinical

of Science and Medicine’s

person from 7am- 7pm, seven

responsibilities, the Department

Department of Neurology has

days a week, while in-hospital

of Neurology is responsible for

provided patient care and on-call

emergency neurology consultations

teaching CUSM medical students

coverage at Arrowhead Regional

are covered from 7pm-7am via

and ARMC residents from their

Medical Center (ARMC), the

telemedicine. In-hospital neuro-

Family Medicine, Internal Medicine,

primary teaching hospital of the

diagnostic test interpretations are

and Psychiatry residency programs.

University since October 2017.

performed by the neurohospitalists

The Department plans to start a

The team oversees an Inpatient

who are also key members of the

Neurology Residency Program in

Consultation Service, Outpatient

ARMC Stroke Team. All neurology

collaboration with ARMC in 2022 in

Clinic Service, and a Clinical

services are provided at ARMC.

alignment with the Department’s

Neurophysiology Lab Service at
ARMC. In-hospital neurology

ARMC
400 N. Pepper Avenue, Colton, CA 92324

vision to become a regional and
national leader in neurology.

Gastrointestinal

agreement in July of 2019 to provide
professional and administrative
services for outpatient primary care
for the patients of the Department of
Public Health. Primary care services
are provided at the DPH’s Federally
Qualified Health Center (FQHC)
facilities located at:
Adelanto Health Center Hesperia Health Center
16453 Bear Valley Road
11336 Bartlett Ave,
Hesperia, CA 92345
Suite 11
Adelanto, CA 02301

In addition to providing
hepatology consultations are

Our teams also provide educational

comprehensive primary care services,

Science and Medicine provides

covered on a 24 hour, 7 days per

services for undergraduate, graduate,

our providers work with local

professional and administrative

week basis. In addition, one full day

and continuing medical education

hospitals and clinics to ensure the

services for in-hospital and

of coverage per month is provided

and inter-professional education.

coordination of health, behavioral

outpatient gastroenterology

at a county jail site. In-hospital

Physicians perform a variety of

health, dental and social services

hepatology care for patients of

and outpatient service locations

diagnostic and therapeutic GI and

to FQHC patients with a goal of

Arrowhead Regional Medical

include:

advanced endoscopy procedures that

improving the health and well-being

also serve as educational platforms for

of patients. Providers also participate

learners.

in continuous quality improvement

Rialto
2006 N Riverside Ave #B, #C, Rialto, CA 92377

CUSM has a professional service

and peer review activities based

Redlands
375 Terracina Blvd, Redlands, CA 92373

agreement with the San Bernardino

on Health Resources and Services

Gastroenterology Associates, Inc.

Administration (HRSA) standards

(SBGA) to perform all services under

and performance measures. The

the County Contract which runs June 1,

partnership to provide primary care

2019 through May 31, 2022.

services extends through June 2022.

In-hospital gastroenterology
hepatology consultations are
performed in-person from 8:00
am- 5:00pm, Monday through
Friday for both the emergency
department and inpatient
services. On-call gastroenterolgoy

ARMC
400 N. Pepper Avenue, Colton, CA 92324

Rancho Cucamonga
10801 E Foothill Blvd #106
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

On Wednesday, March 11th, in
response to the increasing advance
of COVID19, Dean and President
Paul Lyons called a meeting of
senior leadership to discuss CUSM’s
response. The discussion turned
to the feasibility of the CUSM
community working from home. Due
to CUSM’s visionary IT strategy lead
by CIO Nasser Salomon, all CUSM
software applications are cloud
based, and all hardware is uniform
through the use of laptops preloaded
with necessary links and security.
Nasser expressed confidence that

all staff, students and faculty, could
port their laptops home, and CUSM
could function remotely provided all
were trained and able to utilize the
necessary software. Dr. Lyons called
a mandatory day long IT training on
March 16th, after which, all faculty,
staff and students were ordered to
work from home. Throughout the
following months, meetings, lectures,
virtual concerts by Senior Associate
Dean of Student Affairs Pete Eveland,
and even the MBS graduation, were
conducted remotely. In late May
the CUSM return to work policy

Ontario Health Center San Bernardino Health Center
150 E. Holt Blvd.
606 E. Mill Street
Ontario, CA 91764
San Bernardino, CA 92415

The California University of

Center in San Bernardino.

COVID-19 response

DAILY MESSAGES FROM THE DEAN
On Monday, March 16, the CUSM

the same small Ohio town he did. He

community gathered for what would

told us about his love for listening and

be the last time in person for many

playing music, which explains the guitar

months to prepare to work from home.

that he always keeps propped up against

On Tuesday March 17, Dean Lyons

a bookshelf in his office. He explained

penned what would be the first of many the scientific aspects of the pandemic in
“Message from the Dean” emails.

ways even those who are not physicians
could understand, and encouraged us

Every single day, Dr. Lyons writes to

to remain vigilant, covering our faces,

us. We learned of his growing up in

and washing our hands. Each day

Ohio, his stint living in a tent in Alaska,

brought another message, filled with old

and in his car on the streets of New

fashioned storytelling, and humor, but

York City. We found out that his father most of all, a message of hope, always
is a Pastor, and that his wife grew up in

signed, “Stay safe, stay connected.”

was drafted by the Compliance
Committee, and various individual
plans were approved by the CUSM
Safety Committee for certain cohorts
of individuals to return to work,
including Research, M3 Clerkship
Training, and Clinical Learning
Activities. As of this writing, August
2020, with very few exceptions
the CUSM community remains
working from home, with a hope that
operations may return to the new
building as soon as the COVID19
pandemic recedes.

“

How will we get through this? Ultimately it is our social
connectedness that will, in a time of “self-quarantine”
and “social distancing” provide the solutions to our
current challenges. We will get through this together, with
our collective wisdom, insight, experience and creativity.
With our shared patience, persistence and adaptability.
With our caring and concern for each other.
- Paul Lyons, MD,

President and Dean, CUSM

THANK YOU
HEALTH
PROVIDERS
ESSENTIAL
WORKERS

&

PARTNERSHIP

Arrowhead is embarking upon a period of ambulatory growth and in
late 2020, will open its new oncology infusion center in the Medical
Office Building just north of the nursing tower. This center will
bring cutting-edge technology to ARMC’s oncology patients in an
environment that is designed with patient healing and comfort in
mind. In addition, the new Fontana Family Health Center building
is scheduled to break ground in late 2020. This will allow greater
access to the community. The McKee Family Health Center in San
Bernardino introduced state-of-the-art Mammography into the
clinic. By increasing
ARMC’s services at the
McKee Family Health
Center, patients no
longer must travel for
mammography services.

Another development on the horizon is the implementation of EPIC to
replace the hospital’s existing electronic health record. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the launch was set back and is scheduled for the first quarter of
2021. This new Electronic Health Record will allow ARMC to increase e-health
operability between the hospital, clinics, and other health care providers.
Much of 2020 has been devoted to battling the COVID-19 pandemic. ARMC
implemented its internal and external emergency operations center on March
14, 2020. As part of the hospital’s response, ARMC built a drive-through
COVID-19 testing site on campus. Through July, ARMC has tested more than
6,600 individuals as part of our community testing. Additionally, ARMC
tested 5,000 patients at the hospital and successfully discharged more than
1,000 patients relating to COVID-19. In partnership with the County, ARMC
has opened an alternative care center to increase bed capacity for COVID-19
related admissions.

The Foundation consists of over $1 billion in assets all donated by Dr. Prem
Reddy and his family. Inspired by a passion for healing and education,
the mission of the Prime Healthcare Foundation is to provide quality,
compassionate healthcare for all, and serve communities through
charitable and educational initiatives.
The Prime Healthcare Foundation includes 15 hospitals that are not-forprofit members of Prime Healthcare. These hospitals have been recognized
annually by the Leapfrog Group, Healthgrades, Fortune/IBM Watson Health
and more as clinically excellent healthcare providers. The Foundation runs

these acute care, community hospitals to serve the needs of patients with a wide
range of services, providing millions of dollars in community benefit each year.
With a commitment of $60 million, Prime Healthcare Foundation founded and
funded the California University of Science and Medicine to address the need
for primary care physicians who are trained to deliver compassionate care
and improve the needs of underrepresented and underserved communities.
The Foundation also supports additional community education programs and
health-focused community charities.

NUMBERS

Growth from prior year in...
MBS PROGRAM

MD PROGRAM

88%

California
Residents

TOTAL ADMITTED

64
20 18

98

130

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

20 19

Class of 2022

22%

34%

24%
1st generation to
attend college

Asian = 132
Caucasian = 82

3.62

GRADUATES

# of Full
# of Part
Time Faculty Time Faculty
AVERAGE INCOMING
UNDERGRADUATE GPA

36%

31%

47%

26 ACCEPTED TO
MD/DO PROGRAMS

21

Matriculants from
CUSM MBS Program

OF APPLICANTS

# of
Students

200% 72%

111%

6

Graduates
are from the
Inland Empire

62%

# of
Staff

3.25

Hispanic = 35

African American = 2

513

Women in Class

2 or More Races = 9

Average GPA

80M B S

53%

Other = 32

from Low Socioeconomic Status

AVERAGE
MCAT

Men in Class

20 20

Race & Ethnicity

Inland Empire
Residents
San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties

Class of 2019 & 2020

32.5%

AVERAGE GRADUATING
MBS CLASS GPA

Clinical
Revenue

Overall
Revenue

267%

12%

3.69

OF GRADUATES

21

ACCEPTED TO
CUSM MD PROGRAM

28%
Inland Empire
RESIDENTS

3

NEW
Research
Grants

Research grant revenue for the
1st time at CUSM

1501 Violet Street, Colton, CA 92324
Phone: 909-580-9661
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@cusmedicine

